University of Saskatchewan
Graduate Students’ Association
GSA Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday August 13 2019. GSA Commons

As Council gathers, we acknowledge that we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the

Métis. We pay our respect to the First Nations and Métis ancestors of our gathering place and
reaffirm our relationship with one another.

Attendance: See appendix A

1. Call to Order
The Chair of Council officially called the meeting to order at 5:13pm.

Mr. Osai Clarke acted as the recording secretary for the meeting.

2. Approval of the agenda

Motion to approve the agenda as amended. (Adams/Thomas)

Carried

3. Approval of the minutes from June 18, 2019
Motion to approve June 18th minutes. (Zahan/Parolia)

Carried

4, Information to be received

a) June 12, 2019 Executive Minutes
Motion to receive agenda item 4A. (Mohammed/Schulte)

Carried



5. Executive reports
A. Report of the President

President Rengifo addressed the gathering by thanking councillors for being active members in
current and future initiatives. The Executives have scheduled a meeting with the Dean of CGPS to
discuss the best ways forward concerning the student supervisor agreement. Some other initiatives
would be the sexual assault awareness week in September, global connections event, and
orientation events on September 4th so stay tuned to the newsletter and emails for updates. The
student engagement with the community will be one of the new initiatives and will be elaborated
on further during the September council meeting.

The Chair asked if there were any questions for President Rengifo.

Question from Parolia:

What ever happened to the GSA’s bid for a seat on the Board of Governors and are we going to
continue to seek a position this upcoming academic year? Additionally, can you update your report
to reflect the status of this initiative?

Answer from President Rengifo:

We will be working on this bid and continuing from what has been done. An update on the bid will
be added to subsequent reports on a direction for the initiative.

B. Report of the VP Finance and Operations

VP Alam informed the councillors that the GSA bursaries were awarded to 10 of 72 applicants and
thanked all those that helped during the vetting period.

The Chair asked if there were any questions for VP Alam.
There were no questions for VP Alam.
C. Report of the VP Student Affairs
VP Fonseca shared with Council that the orientation event will take place on Sept 4th from 5 pm to

8 pm starting with a few speeches to be held in Biology room 106 which will be followed up by the
customary BBQ in the bowl. VP Fonseca also asked that councillors join the orientation activities. She



will be working on a new initiative with student health that will take the form of a peer help group
and will largely focus on the mental health of graduate students.

The Chair asked if there were any questions for VP Fonseca.
There were no questions for VP Fonseca.
D. Report of the VP External

VP Ezekwesili let councillors know that all the GSA Guppies sporting events have ended for
2018/2019. She also updated the members on the adopt a plot program where they’ve harvested 2
Ibs of carrots, 3 Ibs peas, 2 Ibs of beans. Concerning the health chats for the 2019/2020 school year
a detailed list of those activities will be given to councillors at the September council meeting.

The Chair asked if there were any questions for VP Ezekwesili.
There were no questions for VP Ezekwesili.

6. Items for Information/Discussion

A) Academic Council Registration for 2019/2020

President Rengifo reminded academic councillors that the next council meeting is on Sept 24th and
that their respective academic councils are invited to register for the 2019/2020 year prior to this

meeting.
B) International Students on Implied Status

President Rengifo invited former President of the GSA, Sahtout to speak on the University’s earlier
decision regarding work terms for international students on implied status. Implied status refers
to students who are currently in the process of renewing their study documents. Under Implied
Status, students can continue to follow the conditions of their original study permit until a decision
is made (whether it is approval of renewal or rejection of renewal). While the Government
recognized the conditions of the original study permit under Implied Status, the employer may
choose to no longer authorize students to work, as was the original decision of the University in
the 2018/2019 academic year. President Rengifio shared that the University has reversed this
decision and international students on implied status will be eligible to engaged in on campus
employment, which was welcoming news.



Q: Did this implied status restriction and reversal have any impact on the number of hours an
international student can work on campus?

A: President Rengifo: There are no changes to the number of hours an international student can
work on campus, but students should be aware that the study permit limits one to 20 hours/week
of work off campus.

. Other business/Announcements

President Rengifo reminded councillors to take part in the library’s survey concerning their
collections budget as this will best inform them as to the journals of greatest importance to the
University community. The surveys were emailed twice in the last few weeks.

The Chair reiterated that the August meeting was the last council meeting for the summer and the
next council meeting will be on the September 24.

In closing the Chair thanked Council members for their commitment and contributions to the GSA,
as well as the Executives and the Council secretary for all their efforts during the 2018/2019
academic year.

8. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn (Adams/Thomas) at 5:39pm.

Carried



Appendix A

Academic Council Name of Councillors Sep.25 | Oct.16 | Nov.20 Dec.11 Jan.22 Feb.26 | Mar.19 | Apr.9 | Jun.18 | Aug.13
and (alternates) 2018 2018 2018 2018 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019

Animal & Poultry Science Brittany Ross P R P A A A A A A A
(Tess Mills)

ARCHAIA Alne Dolln p p P A A A A p A A
(Adrienne Ratushniak)

Biology Dylan Baloun P P P P P P P A A A
(Carmen Marquez
Mellidez)

Chemistry Doug Fansher P A R P P P P P P A
(Richard Pettipas)

Geography & Planning Bethany Thiessen P P P P P P P A A R
(Apeksha Heendeniya)

Geological Sciences Brittany Laing P p P A P P P P P P
(James Schulte)

History Graduate Students’ Committee Derek Cameron P p P A P P A A A A
(Mckelvey Kelly)

IGSC (1) Tara Million p p NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
(Adam Mclnnes)

IGSC (2) NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Kinesiology Natasha Boyes P p P P P R P P A A
(Natalie Houser)

Computer Science Grad Course Council Rifat Zahan P p P P P P P P A P

(1) (Tonny Kar)

Computer Science Grad Course Council Parastoo Veisi A P A p A P P A p p

(2) (Kawser Nafi)

PEGASUS Alex Chang P P P P P P A A P R
(Ethan Runge)

Soil Science Graduate Student Jennifer Bell P P P P P P P P P P

Association (Aimee Schryer)

WCVM GSA Breanne Murray p P P P P P P P P P

(Narsimha Pujari)




Academic Council Name of Councillors Sep.25 | Oct.16 | Nov.20 Dec.11 Jan.22 Feb.26 | Mar.19 | Apr.9 | Jun.18 | Aug.13
and (alternates) 2018 2018 2018 2018 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019

Master of Business Admin Tyler Gray NA NA P R A P A A A A

Representative Council (MBARC) (Alli Sparling)

Psychology Graduate Student Assoc. Sarah Mohammed P P A R P P A P R P
(Farron Wielinga)

AREC Yerebakia Choro NA P P P A A A P P P
(Ran Sun)

SENSSA (1) Mostofa Kamal p R P p p P P p p p
(Belizario Carballo)

SENSSA (2) Laila Balkhi NA p P A p P A p p A
(Belizario Carballo)

Pharmacy & Nutrition Graduate Lina Kharabsheh P p A P P P A P A P

Students’ Council P&N-GSC (Riley Devine)

School of Public Health Students” Assoc Britanie Thomas NA P P P P P P P P P

(SPHSA) (1) (NA)

School of Public Health Students” Assoc. Chiamaka Ezekwesili NA P P R P P P P NA NA

(SPHSA) (2) (Alejandra Fonseca)

Physical Therapy Student Society (PTSS) Kyla Collins P P P R P P P R P P
(Katrin Ritchie)

Engineering, Chemical Khaled Zoroufchi Benis P P P A P P A A P A
(NA)

Engineering, Mechanical Bicheng Xing P P P P P P P P P P
(Stephen
Owuamanam)

Engineering, Electrical Ozan Gunes P p P A P P A P A P
(Jose Berkenbrock)

Engineering, Biomedical Saman Naghieh P p P A P P A A P A
(Ejalonibu Hammed)

Biochemistry, Microbiology & Kusum Sharma P A P P P P A P A A

Immunology (Mamata Panigrahi)

Anatomy, Physiology & Pharmacology Kushagra Parolia P p P P P P A A A P
(Sarah Martin)

Community Health & Epidemiology Jacob Alhassan NA p P R P P R R A A
(Liliana Rodriguez)

Health Sciences Chelsea Cunningham NA p P P P P P A A P

(Scott Adams)




Academic Council Name of Councillors Sep.25 | Oct.16 | Nov.20 Dec.11 Jan.22 Feb.26 | Mar.19 | Apr.9 | Jun.18 | Aug.13
and (alternates) 2018 2018 2018 2018 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019

Art and Art History Graduate Students Rachel Broussard NA NA P R P A A P A A

Council (Gale Hagblom)

Plant Science (PSGSA) Hu Wang NA NA P P P A P P A A

JSGS Susmitha Rallabandi NA NA NA NA P A A A A A
(Gebeyehu Abate)

Toxicology GSA Stephanie Graves NA NA NA NA P A A A A A
(Abby Debofsky)

Exec. President Naheda Sahtout/ p P P p p P P p p p
Mery Mendoza Rengifo

Exec. VP Fin and Ops Jesus Corona Gomez/ p P P R p P p p p p
Mohammad Wajih
Alam

Exec. VP Student Affairs Edgar Martinez- P P P P P P P P P P
Soberanes/ Alejandra
Fonseca

Exec. VP External Somto P P R P P P P P P P
Ufondu/Chiamaka
Ezekwesili

Exec. Indigenous Liaison Indigenous Liaison p P NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA




